REFORM IN THE ARMY
The resolution was worded thus:
Considering that:
1.  Military service for the various elements of the nation
is the fundamental  condition of safeguarding civil
equality under the Constitution;
2.  It is the earnest wish of the Armenian people to
serve the Motherland as citizen-soldiers;
3.  The disastrous economic condition of the Armenian
population renders it impossible for it to pay the
onerous military tax;
4.  By general agreement, all  political  parties in the
country have   accepted   the   principle  of  military
service for Ottoman subjects of every race ;
5.  Above all, the Government has not only shelved the
question of military service, but is also laying before
Parliament a measure for the continued levy of the
military tax;
it is hereby unanimously resolved :
to approach Parliament and all political parties,, so as to
claim the right of military service for Armenian^ a
claim based on the principle of equality under the
Constitution for all Ottoman subjects, a right that can
never be withdrawn;
and to pray that Parliament shall reject such proposals
of the Government and shall forthwith sanction the
project of military service for Christians, since further
to postpone the question might cause discontent in
those elements of the Ottoman nation which rightly
regard the fulfilment of this demand as a guarantee of
the consolidation of the Constitution. The meeting
also considers it right to add that the Armenian nation
is starving and will never be able to pay this crashing
taXj and that it will insist on its sacred right to serve
the country with its life and not by a pecuniary com*
pensation which is at once unfair and contrary to the
principle of the Constitution. Only the granting of
this right can ensure the sincere and fruitful union of
Mohammedans and non-Mohammedans*
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